
An Update



ESTYN’s new Inspection Framework
5 Inspection areas

1. Standards

2. Wellbeing and attitudes to learning

3. Teaching and learning experiences

4. Care, support and guidance

5. Leadership and management



ESTYN, religious education and 

collective worship?
Inspection Area 4.2
“Inspectors should consider the extent to which the school 
provides effective opportunities for pupils to develop secure 
values and to establish their spiritual and ethical beliefs. They 
should consider how well the school develops pupils’ ability to 
reflect on religious and non-religious responses to 
fundamental questions and to reflect on their own beliefs or 
values. They should consider how well the school promotes 
principles that help pupils to distinguish between right and 
wrong. They should consider how far the school fosters shared 
values, such as honesty, fairness, justice and sustainability, 
and helps pupils to understand the needs and rights of others, 
both locally and as members of a diverse global world.”



What are the judgements?
Excellent
� Very strong, sustained performance and practice

Good
� Strong features, although minor aspects may requre improvement

Adequate and needs improvement
� Strengths outweigh weaknesses, but important aspect require improvement

Unsatisfactory and needs urgent 
improvement
� Important weaknesses outweigh strengths



Browse through ESTYN’s website!



Aim: 

To consider  and discuss the letter and 

documentation to SACREs from Welsh 

Government



A Curriculum for Wales – a curriculum for life





Humanities AoLE: The Four Purposes

Pupils will:

• understand historical, geographical, political, economic, religious and societal 

concepts.

• explore their environment to further develop their sense of place and well-

being.

• engage in learning experiences about rights, values, ethics, beliefs, religion, 

philosophy and spirituality.

• consider, explore and make informed choices regarding sustainability and the 

impact of their actions.

• positively contribute to their community and critically engage with local, 

national and global issues to become a responsible citizen of Wales and the 

wider world.



Areas of Learning and Experience

�Expressive arts 

�Humanities (including RE which should remain compulsory 

to age 16)

�Health and well-being

�Languages, literacy and communication (including Welsh 

and modern foreign languages) 

�Mathematics and numeracy

�Science and technology (including computer science).



What matters?

1. Continuity, Change and Diversity
2. Words and Beyond
3. A Good Life
4. Making Sense of Life’s Experiences
5. Influence, Community, Culture and 

Power
6. The Big Picture



The Humanities AoLE group?

What matters in the Humanities?

1. Continuity, change and diversity impact on our world 

2. Society is influenced by community, culture and power 

3. Humanity faces many challenges that require informed 
and considered responses 

4. People interpret and represent the world in different ways 

5. Developing inquiring minds allows people to make sense 
of and engage with the world around them 

6. Responsible citizens are ethically informed, critical 
thinkers and play an active part in society 





Managing the Right to Withdrawal from 

Religious Education



The right to religious education
Complete withdrawal from 
Religious Education

� How many parents (families) 
withdraw their children from 
RE?

� What is the total number of 
children who are withdrawn 
completely from RE?

� How many parents (families) 
have given a reason for their 
request to withdraw their 
children from RE?

� What reasons did they give?

Partial withdrawal from Religious 

Education

• How many parents (families) 

withdraw their children from RE?

• What is the total number of 

children who are partially 

withdrawn from RE?

• From which aspects of RE are 

they withdrawn?

• How many parents (families) have 

given a reason for their request to 

withdraw their children from RE?

• What reasons did they give?


